
 

An application for an enforcement warrant costs 

3,000VT, which is paid to the Court. 
 

An enforcement warrant may allow a variety of 

things to happen to ensure payment of the debt, 

including: 
 

 Order an enforcement officer to take real 

and personal property from the debtor (not 

property that the debtor needs to live) and 

sell it.  This can include land but not cus-

tom land.  The enforcement officer must 

then send money equal to the amount of 

the debt to the Court for it to pass on to the 

creditor and return any extra to the debtor. 

 If someone else owes the debtor money, 

the Court may order that this person pays 

the money directly to the creditor.   

 If the debtor has an account with a finan-

cial institution (such as a bank account), 

and receives regular payments into that 

account, the Court may order that these 

payments go directly to the creditor. 

 If the debtor has a job, the Court may order 

their boss to pay some of their wages di-

rectly to the creditor. 

 If the debtor has shares, stocks, bonds, an-

nuities or something similar, the Supreme 

Court may make a charge over this.  You 

should get legal advice about this. 
 

Can the enforcement warrant be used any-

where in Vanuatu? 
 

Yes, a warrant can be used anywhere throughout 

Vanuatu.  However, before carrying out the war-

rant in another district the person enforcing it 

must take the warrant to the local Magistrate’s 

Court for them to stamp it. 
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What happens if the debtor is dead? 
 

If the debtor is dead, then the debt can be paid out 

of the assets of their estate, for example property 

in their will.   

 For further information: 
 

The Civil Procedure Rules set out the rules which 

the Court follows when dealing with cases.  These 

can be found on PacLII 

http://paclii.org.vu/vu/rules/CPRules2002/CPRMa

in.html or at your local court house. 
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seek legal advice. 

 

Note: This information applies to people who live in, or are af-

fected by, the law as it applies in Vanuatu. 
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Court must do one of the following four things: 
 

 if the parties have come to an agreement, 

an  enforcement order must be made to 

reflect this agreement;  

 the Court may make it’s own decision 

about an enforcement order;  

 the Court may issue an enforcement war-

rant; or 

 the Court may make another enforcement 

order about the payment. 
 

What happens if the debtor still refuses to 

pay or does not follow the enforcement or-

der? 
 

If the debtor does not follow the enforcement 

order or other Court order, the creditor can apply 

to the Court for an enforcement warrant.  
 

An application for an enforcement warrant must 

be in Form 25 and attach a copy of the enforce-

ment order, 2 copies of the proposed enforce-

ment warrant and a sworn statement (Form 3) 

made not earlier than 2 business days before fil-

ing the application, setting out: 

 

 the date of the enforcement order; 

 the amount it orders; 

 the date and amount of any payment or 

payments made under the order; 

 the costs of attempting to enforce the or-

der; 

 the interest already due and the daily 

amount of future interest;  

 any other information that is necessary to 

work out the amount of the debt and how 

it could be paid; and 

 any other information needed for the war-

rant. 

What is this brochure about? 
 

This brochure is about enforcing court orders 

relating to money.  
 

In this brochure, the terms ‘debtor’ and ‘creditor’ 

will be used.  A debtor is the person that the 

court orders to pay the money.  A creditor is the 

person that will receive the money. 
 

The ‘debt’ is the amount of money that the court 

has ordered the debtor to pay to the creditor and 

can include the creditor’s legal costs and interest. 
 

What do I do when I get a court order re-

quiring someone to pay me money? 
 

When a court makes a decision that includes the 

payment of money, the court asks the person that 

has to pay the money how he or she is able to 

pay.  The court must either: 
 

 make an order called an ‘enforcement or-

der’ setting out how and when the money 

will be paid; or 

 choose a date for a meeting called an 

‘enforcement conference’ to consider how 

the person can pay the money. 
 

What is an enforcement order? 
 

An enforcement order is a court order that says 

how the debt will be paid.  The parties can make 

an enforcement order by agreement or it can be 

made by a decision of the court.  An enforcement 

order may: 
 

 give a date when the debtor must pay the 

money; or 

 if there has been an agreement to pay in 

small amounts, then give the dates and 

amounts of the payments. 
 

An enforcement order lasts for six years or until 

it is paid. 

  

What is an enforcement conference? 
 

An enforcement conference is held to decide 

how the debtor will pay the debt.   
 

It must be held within 28 days from the date that 

the Court made the decision, or as soon as possi-

ble after that period.   
 

What happens at an enforcement confer-

ence? 
 

When the Court chooses the date for the enforce-

ment conference it tells the debtor that they must: 
 

 come to the enforcement conference on 

that date; and 

 bring with him or her documents or papers 

that will give the Court and the creditor an 

idea of how much money the debtor has.  
 

Note that if the debtor does not have an address 

for service, the creditor may be required to serve 

the debtor with the Court notice setting out the 

date and time of the enforcement conference. 

 

The Court can also order other people to come to 

this meeting, such as a person’s boss, if it thinks 

that this is necessary.   
 

If the debtor does not appear at the enforcement 

conference, the court may issue a warrant for his 

or her arrest unless the debtor had sufficient 

cause for not attending the conference. 
 

At the end of the enforcement conference, the 


